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valid instrument for a broad sample of potential
examinees. If used at all, it should be interpreted
with great caution and considered suggestive at
best with regard to an individual's entrepreneurial

potential.
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Examination for the Certificate of Compe-
tency in English.
Purpose: Designed as a test of general language
proficiency in a variety of contexts; it assesses linguistic,
discoursal, sociolinguistic, and pragmatic elements of the
English language.
Population: Nonnative speakers of English.
Publication Dates: 1995-2011.
Acronym: ECCE.
Scores, 5: Writing, Listening Comprehension, GVR
(Grammar/Vocabulary/Reading), Speaking, Overall
Score.
Administration: Group.
Forms, 4: A, B, C, D.
Price Data: Available from publisher.
Time: (30) minutes for Listening; (80) minutes for
Grammar/Vocabulary/Reading; (30) minutes for Writing;
(10-15) minutes for Speaking.
Comments: Designed for nonnative speakers of
English who would like official documentary evidence
of intermediate proficiency in the English language,
particularly for academic and professional purposes.
Author: The University of Michigan.
Publisher: Cambridge-Michigan Language Assess-
ments.

Review of the Examination for the Certificate
of Competency in English by ANTONY JOHN KUN-
NAN, Professor, California State University, Los An-
geles, CA, and ELVIS WAGNER, Assistant Professor,
Temple University, Philadelphia, PA:

DESCRIPTION. The Examination for the
Certificate of Competency in English (ECCE) is
a partially group-administered paper-and-pencil
standardized assessment of general language profi-
ciency at the high-intermediate level of English as
a foreign language. Scores are used as evidence of
high-intermediate competence in English for per-
sonal, public, education, and occupational purposes.
The test is administered to tens of thousands of test
takers around the world at Cambridge Michigan
Language Assessment (CaMLA) centers; CaMLA
is a not-for-profit collaboration between the Univer-
sity of Michigan and the University of Cambridge.
The majority of test takers whose data are included

in the November-December 2006 test report were
from Europe-mainly from Greece-with smaller
numbers from South America, Latin Americy,
and Asia. The ECCE has four sections: listening;
grammar, vocabulary, and reading (GVR); writing;
and speaking. In total, the ECCE takes 2 hours
and 35 minutes, although because of the need to
schedule individual speaking administrations, test
takers usually are required to be at the examination
site for longer.

The listening section has 50 multiple-choice
questions with three response options each and lasts
for 30 minutes. Test takers record their responses
on a bubble sheet. There are two parts to the listen-
ing section. Part 1 contains 30 items that involve
listening to short recorded conversations followed
by questions. For Part 2 of the listening section, a
recorded radio interview is played. The interview
is broken into segments, and groups of questions
follow each segment.

The GVR section has 100 multiple-choice
items with four response options each and takes
80 minutes. Part 1 is the grammar component with
35 items in which an incomplete sentence is fol-
lowed by a choice of words or phrases to complete
it. Part 2 is the vocabulary component, again with
35 questions. Part 3 is reading, with 30 questions
presented in three parts. Part 1 involves a short
reading passage followed by six comprehension
questions, Part 2 has short texts that are presented
as advertisements and accompanied by 11 or 12
questions, and Part 3 has a longer reading passage
with 12 or 13 questions.

The writing section of the ECCE takes 30
minutes during which test takers write one sample.
Test takers are given a very short article to read,
and they can then choose to write either a letter
or an essay in response to the article. These written
samples are scored using a rating scale with four
categories: content and development, organization
and connection of ideas, linguistic range and control,
and communicative effect. The holistic rating scale
uses 5 points: A (high pass), B (pass), C (low pass),
D (borderline fail), and E (fail).

The speaking section of the ECCE takes
approximately 15 minutes. The test taker meets
individually with an examiner. There are six comp0~
nents to the speaking test: opening/warm-up, Stage
1 (conveying non-sensitive personal information),
stage 2 (asking questions to get information), stag®
3 (expressing an opinion and supporting it), St3g°
4 (elaborating on the topic), and a conclusion. The
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